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The wordlywise are treated as " Vyapans " or tradesmen here. Taking the
almanac of our area as a standard, I have examined and verified the almanacs
written up by Siddhantis of Godavari area. The Thidi, Vara, Nakshtra,
Yoga and Karmams of our area more or less tally with ours with the variation
of about 10 to 12 minutes. Sunya Thidis and Thidi-Dwqyamsa are not recognised
in the almanacs here. As a result of this the thidis are getting confused* It
is not customary for the Vardekas here to perform the Aseervadam (blessing
ceremony) after removing their shirt and turbans. Every Vaideeka brahmin
carries an almanac in his hand. Consultation of the almanac is widely
prevalent here. As it is the rainy season now, the rituals performed in our area
in the Kartika month are performed here in the Sravana month. They however
observe the Sravana Mondays, the daily abishekams and other feast days.
Women have greater initiative in domestic ceremonies here. There is fear of
robbers called " Dagavandlu " from Guddapah onwards. These robbers enter
places where great merchants and the rich stay with great daring, in groups at
twilight time. They then kill any one facing them ; they stab therich in
the shops and carry away all treasures within a few minutes and disappear
thereafter. An incident of this kind happened in the English lashker
(cantonment) at Hyderabad itself. There is great fear of e Daga 5 people
in this area. The merit of the people of peace cannot shine without contrast
from such evil-doers. This is perhaps one example of the mysterious ways
of the Lord.